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HUD Suspends Enforcement of Ground Anchor and Manufactured Pier
Galvanization Requirements

On Monday, January 12, HUD informed MHI it will be suspending national enforcement
of the galvanization requirements for anchor systems and manufactured piers that
would have become effective February 2, under the new Model Manufactured Home
Installation Standards (MMHIS), until the Manufactured Housing Consensus Committee
reviews the matter further.

HUD is taking this action in response to an appeal made by MHI based on the lack of a
demonstrated need for such a requirement to apply to the installation of all
manufactured housing nationwide. MHI has maintained that weatherization
requirements for anchor and pier systems should be based on local and regional
conditions rather than a one size fits all approach as currently contained in the MMHIS.
MHI has therefore been in discussions with HUD, requesting states be allowed to
determine what, if any, minimum galvanization requirements are warranted in their own
jurisdictions until the MHCC is able to recommend more practical standards that
account for regional climatic and soil differences.

The following is the e-mail sent yesterday from Bill Matchneer, Associate Deputy
Assistant Secretary, Office of Regulatory Affairs and Manufactured Housing, to SAA’s
and Primary Inspection Agencies (PIA).

'As requested by MHI, HUD has decided to temporarily suspend national enforcement
of the weatherization and corrosion protection requirements for piers and anchor
systems found in CFR 3285.308 and 402 due to take effect on February 2, 2009. As
requested by the industry in June 2008, these requirements are currently under review
by a workgroup of the Manufactured Housing Consensus Committee (MHCC). HUD will
reconsider its decision to suspend enforcement of these weatherization and corrosion
protection requirements once the MHCC has voted on any recommendations received
from the current review process.

During rulemaking, HUD was not presented with a known history of actual failures of
ground anchors or piers due to corrosion. Therefore, HUD is comfortable taking this
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step to help the industry cope with a period of severe economic distress. HUD reminds
all concerned, however, that these weatherization and corrosion protection issues
should have been more fully addressed by the affected parties during the rulemaking
process.

While HUD has decided to temporarily suspend national enforcement of the
weatherization and corrosion protection requirements in CFR 3285.308 and 402, the
states are free to make their own decisions with regard to galvanization or other
weatherization and corrosion protection requirements for pier and anchor systems.

Primary Inspection Agencies are asked to advise the individual manufacturers they
supervise of this decision.’

If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Inks at jinks@mfghome.orqg.
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